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Die E-NUUSBLAD met die verlede, hede en toekoms 

Die dorp Stanford in Suid-Kaap 

Tydens ‘n uitstappie so maand gelede, saam met die Geologiese Vereniging van die Overberg, al met kus langs 
by Gansbaai/ De Kelders hoor ek vir die eerste keer van Robert Stanford. Minwetend vriend Alan Woodman, is 
besig om vir die volgende artikel saam te stel. Met dank aan Alan deel ek met u die kosbare geskiedenis. 

Deur Alan Woodman 

Gustrow is a suburb in The Strand near us and was a farm of Sir Robert Stanford who experienced the tragedy of 
'Wasted Loyalty'. 

 In the 19th century, 'duty' to a British officer meant sacrificing all.  Robert Stanford did.  But the Crown 
remained indifferent to his plight.  

From the beginning of Cape Town the Heerengracht was Cape Town's main street, running from the foreshore 
to the foot of Government Avenue. In 1850 its name was changed to Adderley Street in honour of Charles B 
Adderley, a British member of Parliament who supported the Colony's successful campaign against British plans 
to turn the Cape into a convict station. When land was claimed from the sea approx 1950 at the bottom of 
Adderley Street, that street then continued all the way down to the new foreshore and this extended street was 
given the name Heerengracht  -  Adderley Street’s previous name. 

Around 1652 an early reconnaissance mission to the Hottentots-Holland region approx 50km from Cape Town 
wasted no time in praising the condition of the land, and stock-bartering with the Khoekhoen groups commenced 
around this time. An agricultural and cattle post was quickly established and in 1678 freeburgher settlement 
began. The farm De Fortuin (‘Fortuintje’, now Broadlands) was granted in 1711. Broadlands and Gustrow appear 
to have been, from about 1800 onwards, transferred jointly and it is almost impossible to separate their identities 
until the close of the nineteenth century (Finnegan 2008a). Both farms have been associated with renowned 
historical personalities, including Henry Alexander, Robert Stanford, and the Morkel family. 

Robert Stanford was born in 1806 in the Irish village of Ballina in county Mayo, served with distinction in Burma, 
married a general’s daughter, and at the age of 32 resigned his commission from the British Army and retired on 
half-pay. He and his wife emigrated to the Cape Colony and purchased the farm Kleine Rivier's Valley the present 
site of the village of Stanford.  Robert Stanford was a progressive farmer so much so that instead of transporting 
his produce over the mountain by ox wagon he purchased a small ship and sailed to Cape Town from a cove 12 
miles from his farm. Apart from Kleine Rivier's Valley he purchased seven other farms in the Colony. One of these 
was Gustrow.  After some very successful initiatives, disaster began to creep up on Robert Stanford. 

After the failed Irish rebellion following the 1845 famine in Ireland, a number of the captured rebels were 
banished to the British Cape Colony.  In 1849 the British Government decided to send 300 Irish "convicts" to the 
Cape. The Colonists resolved that if the "convicts" were to arrive, the Government or anyone associated with 
them would not be supplied with provisions or services. In this way they hoped to force the Government to send 
the "convicts" to Australia.  In February 1849, The Neptune set sail from England, with 300 convicts aboard.   This 
convict ship was destined for the Cape, where Lord Grey intended to establish a penal colony for 'ticket-of-leave' 
prisoners, as was the case in Van Diemen's Land (Tasmania) and Australia. Many of these convicts were Irish 
political offenders. 

However, the residents of the Cape were outraged at this proposal, and a resistance movement called the Anti-
Convict Committee was established, with prominent businessmen such as John Fairburn and JB Ebden as leaders, 
with influence reaching up to the British Parliament.  On 19 September 1849, the convict ship The Neptune 
entered and anchored in Simon's Bay (now Simonstown) in the Cape, after being met with a furious city 
population in Table Bay. 

The poor Irish, who were kept at sea for five months, might have perished had it not been for a few who broke 
the embargo out of loyalty to the crown. One of them was Robert Stanford who was called in the early hours one 
night by the authorities, begging him for supplies. He felt himself duty-bound to comply.  Thus so effective was 



 
  

the blockade that the Governor approached Robert Stanford, who was still in the employ of Her Majesty, to 
supply the government with provisions. If he refused a state of martial law would be declared and the supplies 
taken by force. Realising that people could be killed he agreed to supply the provisions. 

This resistance movement eventually succeeded when millionaire Charles Bowery Adderley defended the right 
of the Cape residents, and the motion not to declare the Cape a penal colony was passed. Adderley Street in 
Cape Town was later named in his honour, after The Neptune was sent on to Van Diemen's Land. 

The Neptune sailed away then to Australia with the "convicts" but the people of the colony blamed Stanford for 
going against the resolution of the whole community and he was completely ostracized. Stanford’s actions were 
regarded as treason by the Colonists.  He and others were relentlessly persecuted; banks refused to do business 
with him, his servants left his farm, and his family was pelted in the street with eggs, his children were expelled 
from school, and even when his youngest daughter fell ill the doctor refused to attend to her resulting in her 
death. His exclusion from the community was complete. 

When Robert Stanford went to England to plead his case, he was knighted and received 5 000 pounds. But upon 
his return he discovered he had been completely swindled by the persons he had left in charge of his farms.  He 
found that his farms had been stripped and through devious means many of them sold.  One of these was 
Gustrow.  He also discovered that his agent had bought, on his behalf, a herd of cattle suffering from lung disease, 
and this caused him to have a stroke. What’s more, his beloved Kleine Riviers Valley in Stanford was sold under 
suspicious circumstances and for a pittance, effectively reducing the family to genteel poverty. Sir Stanford, 
broken by life, by deceit and by now a disillusioned man, went back to England where he died a virtual pauper in 
Manchester at the age of 70. 
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 Soetfontein Guest Farm 
 

 
  

Soetfontein Guest Farm is a turn of the century family-owned farm offering a traditional farm-style stay. Here 
guests will experience the peace and quiet of the countryside and the relaxing atmosphere, amidst the Kalahari 

Bushveld, the ideal location to switch off from your daily routine. Making it a memorable location for 
accommodation bookings, planning your perfect function or wedding. 

Contact: 0828889547 / 0828084168, www.soetfontein.co.za, reservations@soetfontein.co.za 
 

 

 



 
  



 
 
 
 
  



 
  

Kerksaal, Vanzylsrus 

Vanzylsrus, Church Hall 

Kerksaal, Vanzylsrus 

Kerksaal, Vanzylsrus        



  



  



  



  



 
 
 
 
 
 


